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OPENING & WELCOME

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

Let us remember God’s promise of forgiveness in the death and

resurrection of Jesus Christ: Holy Jesus, it is by your gracious

sacrifice upon the cross that we receive the mercy of salvation. It

is in your resurrection that we find eternal life. Yet we are an

obstinate people; a prideful people. Many times we forget we

are yours. We behave as if we are not a people of the

resurrection. So, in this silence, we ask you to show us the

brokenness of our lives. [A moment of silence.]

Gracious God,

we ask for your forgiveness and the renewal of our lives.

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed

by what we have done and what we have left undone. We

have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not

loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your

Son, have mercy on us.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,

and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and

ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I

therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in

the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG - Shine, Jesus, Shine

[Sung and played by Argine Safari and David Scance. ]

Lord, the light of your love is

shining

In the midst of the darkness,

shining

Jesus, Light of the world, shine

upon us

Set us free by the truth you now

bring us

Shine on me, shine on me

Shine, Jesus, shine

Fill this land with the Father's

glory

Blaze, Spirit, blaze

Set our hearts on fire

Flow, river, flow

Flood the nations with grace and

mercy

Send forth your word

Lord, and let there be light

Lord, I come to your awesome

presence

From the shadows into your

radiance

By the blood I may enter your

brightness

Search me, try me, consume all

my darkness

Shine on me, shine on me

[song continues in the next column ->]

Shine, Jesus, shine

Fill this land with the Father's

glory

Blaze, Spirit, blaze

Set our hearts on fire

Flow, river, flow

Flood the nations with grace and

mercy

Send forth your word

Lord, and let there be light.

As we gaze on your kingly

brightness

So our faces display your

likeness

Ever changing from glory to

glory

Mirrored here may our lives tell

your story

Shine on me, shine on me

Shine, Jesus, shine

Fill this land with the Father's

glory

Blaze, Spirit, blaze

Set our hearts on fire

Flow, river, flow

Flood the nations with grace and

mercy

Send forth your word

Lord, and let there be light.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our

Lord’s resurrection. By the grace of Christ among us, enable us

to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and do,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

A MESSAGE FOR ALL OF GOD’S CHILDREN

[By Pastor Marc. Children will stay with their parents.]

A READING FROM THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES

4:32-45

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart

and soul, and no one claimed private ownership of any

possessions, but everything they owned was held in common.

With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the

resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them

all. There was not a needy person among them, for as many as

owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of

what was sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was

distributed to each as any had need.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

A READING FROM THE THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO

JOHN 20:19-31

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and

the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked

for fear of the [Jewish leaders], Jesus came and stood among



them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed

them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when

they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you.

As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this,

he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.

If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you

retain the sins of any, they are retained.” But Thomas (who was

called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when

Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the

Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in

his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my

hand in his side, I will not believe.”

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas

was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and

stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to

Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your

hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas

answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have

you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who

have not seen and yet have come to believe.” Now Jesus did

many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not

written in this book. But these are written so that you may come

to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that

through believing you may have life in his name.

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

[By Pastor Marc.]



SONG - More of You

[played and sung by Argine Safari and David Scance.]

I made my castle tall,

I built up every wall,

this is my kingdom,

and it needs to fall.

I want You and no one else.

Empty me of myself

until the only thing that’s left

is:

More of You, less of me;

make me who I’m meant to be.

You’re all I want, all I need,

You’re everything.

Take it all! I surrender;

be my King.

God I choose more of You,

and less of me.

I need more of You

more of You.

This life I hold so close,

O God, I let it go.

I refuse to gain the world

and lose my soul,

so take it all; I abandon

ev’rything I am,

[continue in next  column ->]

You can have it.

The only thing that I need is:

More of You, less of me;

make me who I’m meant to be.

You’re all I want, all I need,

You’re everything.

Take it all! I surrender;

be my King.

God I choose more of You,

and less of me.

I need more of You

more of You.

I need more of You

more of You.

All to you, I surrender,

All to you, my blessed Savior.

I surrender all.

All to you, I surrender,

All to you, my blessed Savior.

I surrender all.

[continue on next  page ->]



More of You, less of me;

make me who I’m meant to be.

You’re all I want, all I need,

You’re everything.

Take it all! I surrender;

be my King.

God I choose more of You,

and less of me.

[continue in next  column ->]

I need more of You

more of You.

I need more of You

more of You.

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven

and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,

and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third

day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated

at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge

the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Amen



OFFERING

[Based on work by Rev. Deborah Roof.]

Our God’s generosity has no boundaries. We receive so much

from our loving Creator. This is the time for us to step up and

give back a portion of the overwhelming treasure we have

received so that our meager generosity shouts good news to all

the world.

CLC is grateful for your generosity so that we can be generous to

others with our ministry. If you would like to support this

ministry you can do so on our website or by writing a check and

dropping it in the mail to us. We will use your generous gift to

generously offer the word of God to all people and serve our

neighbors in need. Thank you for the ways your generosity offers

hope to the wider community.

And finally, let us thank our generous God. The abundance you

give us is a wonder for us to ponder. We have searched our

hearts and now offer these gifts. Bless them we pray, so that they

may reach far and wide into the world with joy and good news!

Amen.

RESPONSIVE PRAYERS OF THE DAY

[modified from work published by the ELCA Worship blog]

On this 2nd Sunday of Easter, let us pray for all in any need.

When you hear the words, “Hear our prayers, O Holy One”

please respond with “Send us your peace, O God.”



O faithful God, grant the joy of your peace to our bishops

Elizabeth and Tracie, to all those who minister among us, and to

all the baptized, especially during times of hardship. Help us to

support one another’s churches, to cease rivalries, and to

strengthen our ecumenical contacts.

Hear our prayers, O Holy One

Send us your peace, O God.

Grant the beauty of your peace to all of nature, its springtime

flowers, its wildlife, its terrains. Restore waters, cleanse the air,

and save lands that have been misused. Inspire us to care for the

whole of your creation.

Hear our prayers, O Holy One

Send us your peace, O God.

Grant the power of your peace to the nations of the world. Halt

all impulses toward violence between nations, in our city streets,

and inside our homes. Lead our government, especially Joseph

the President, Philip NJ’s Governor, Carlos, the mayor of

Woodcliff Lake, and the councilpersons of the towns we call

home, into wise decisions, especially towards migrants,

unaccompanied youth, and the most vulnerable among us. Bring

an end to ethnic prejudices in our land, and guide judges and

juries to enact justice throughout each court proceeding.

Hear our prayers, O Holy One

Send us your peace, O God.



Grant the abundance of your peace to all agencies of care in

church and government. Show us the best ways to uphold and

support those in need. Inspire children to share. Open our hearts

to a world so filled with suffering, and make us always more

generous with the gifts you have given us.

Hear our prayers, O Holy One

Send us your peace, O God.

Grant the well-being of your peace to all who suffer. Visit all who

are ill, especially those suffering from Covid-19, those without

access to the vaccines, and those with strained medical

resources. Comfort with your merciful presence those who are

distanced from family and friends and all who are lonely or

distressed. Receive our prayers especially for Camp Koinonia,

Richard Acito, Dolores Albert, Alyssia, Anthony, Sue Bachstetter,

Kristy Bauer, Sharon Bongard, Mark Buckley, Tina Casamento,

Jim Christensen, Risa D’Angelo, Jackson Fehr, Jean Helom,

Wendy Hildebrand, Mae Hulburt, Jerry, Ruben Moreno, Neil,

Faye Rekosik, Joyce Rudie, Lorraine Sadlon, Lata Sharma, Alice

Sheer, Mark Soderman, Miriam and Earl Valder,  the family of

Charlie Birila and those we hold in our hearts during this

moment of silence:

[a moment of silence]

Hear our prayers, O Holy One

Send us your peace, O God.



Grant each of us the hope that comes with your peace. Comfort

each of us in sorrow, and receive our silent requests.

[a moment of silence]

Hear our prayers, O Holy One

Send us your peace, O God.

We praise you for embracing your people with the wounded

arms of Christ, and we bless you for all who died in the faith. At

the end of all things, bring us with them into your everlasting

peace.

Hear our prayers, O Holy One

Send us your peace, O God.

In praise for the new life you grant us in Christ, we raise our

prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness and

mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

THE PEACE

I invite you to take a look at everyone who surrounds you in

your sacred space. If you are currently by yourself, know that

the entire church is, through Jesus, always with you. Send a

blessing to those physically closest to you or send a text/type out

a DM/or make a plan to call someone you care about - and wish

that the peace of Christ may be with them.

Let us now think about all who are worshipping with us online,

via conference call or in-person. In our hearts, let’s send to your

entire faith community a blessing and wish that the peace of

Christ may be with them.



Finally, let the blessing we offer each other go out to our families,

friends, neighbors, and to the entire world. With God’s help, our

hearts are big enough to extend peace that far. Let us embody the

peace of Christ after we leave worship today.

HOLY COMMUNION

[We invited you to gather a bit of bread (or similar item), drink (wine or grape juice).

The elements used during communion remind us of a substantial meal we would eat

during a celebration.]

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took

bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples,

saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for

the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup,

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the

new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit across phone lines, social

media, and the internet - let us pray as Jesus taught us:



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against

us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the

glory, forever and ever. Amen.

You are here, not because you are perfect, but because, through

Christ Jesus, you are welcomed and loved.

This is the body of Christ, given for you.

This is the blood of Christ, shed for you.

[After consuming the elements.]

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you

and keep you in his grace.

Amen.

Let us pray. Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put

gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger still around us, and

send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the

hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



SONG - My Life Flows on in Endless Song

[played and sung by Argine Safari and David Scance.]

My life flows on in endless song;

above earth's lamentation,

I catch the sweet, though far-off

hymn

that hails a new creation.

No storm can shake my inmost

calm

while to that Rock I'm clinging.

Since Christ is Lord of heaven

and earth,

how can I keep from singing?

Through all the tumult and the

strife,

I hear that music ringing.

It finds an echo in my soul.

How can I keep from singing?

[continue next column ->]

No storm can shake my inmost

calm

while to that Rock I'm clinging.

Since Christ is Lord of heaven

and earth,

how can I keep from singing?

What though my joys and

comforts die?

The Lord my Savior liveth.

What though the darkness

gather round?

Songs in the night he giveth.

No storm can shake my inmost

calm

while to that Rock I'm clinging.

Since Christ is Lord of heaven

and earth,

how can I keep from singing?



BLESSING

[by Rev. John Ballenger]

May we, our God,

in the wake of Easter,

ride a wave of irrepressible hope—

rising from the deep

following the trajectory of love

over the turbulences of our living

and through the currents.

So within joy,

may we sense Your presence

hovering ever with us—

ever speaking

new creation—

ever calling us into possibility.

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom

to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.

The God of life,

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,

bless you now and forever.

Amen.

DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!

Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

******



ANNOUNCEMENTS

“LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER!” Our Prayer Chain is available for

daily prayer for anyone. Contact the church office with

concerns/celebrations.

COVID VACCINATIONS A small group of volunteers has been busy

trying to get you a COVID vaccine! If you’re having difficulties

navigating the many online sign-ups - or have limited internet

access - contact Kate Stutzel at kate.stutzel@gmail.com or contact

the church office.

RIP MEDICAL DEBT is an organization that helps families and

individuals at the poverty level recover from crushing debt caused

by medical expenses. They act like a collection agency - buying up

debt that hasn’t been paid back - but instead of seeking

repayment, they use money from donors to forgive that debt

instead. In that process, they remove that burden from the lives of

families while helping to repair their credit history at the same

time. Together, we’re hoping to raise at least $15,000. I know that

sounds like a lot but that amount of money will be able to forgive

$1.5 million dollars of Medical Debt in Northern New Jersey.

Learn more and make a donation by visiting

https://ripmedicaldebt.org/campaign/north-new-jersey/

DO YOU GET OUR WEEKLY E-NEWSLETTER? It is sent out every

Thursday. Please contact Pastor Marc to sign-up!

TODAY’S ASSISTING MINISTERS:

Musicians Argine Safari & David Scance

mailto:kate.stutzel@gmail.com
https://ripmedicaldebt.org/campaign/north-new-jersey/


THIS WEEK:

Sunday, April 11 9:00 am

10:00 am

6:30 pm

Sunday School

Worship (Online & Outdoors)

Confirmation Class

Monday, April 12 7:30 pm

8:00 pm

Property Work Night

Finance Committee

Wednesday, April 14 7:00 pm

8:00 pm

Midweek Worship (Online)

Chancel (Adult) Choir

Thursday, April 15 8:00 pm Church Council

Sunday, April 18 10:00 am Worship (Online & Outdoors)


